
NEWBURY ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY ZOOM COMMITTEE MEETING  19th August 
2021

Present: George Sallit, David Boyd, Alan Wyles, Steve Knight, Tony Hersh, Jonathan 
Saunders, Peter Bendell, Julie Armstrong, Richard Fleet, Chris Douglas, Mark Gray, 
Ann Davies, Nic Fleet, Chris Hooker, Steve Harris, Kath Nurse.

Meeting centred around how we go forward with the restrictions of Covid easing off.  
We plan to go back to MENCAP starting in September so that members can meet 
again in person, they will still see the presenter via zoom.  This allows for those that, 
for whatever reasons, are unable to meet face to face, can still see the presentations 
from home. It will be up to individuals whether they still wear masks. 

A discussion on how we organise fees resulted in an agreement to charge all 
members £10 whether they meet in person or via zoom. Membership forms will 
need to be filled in either in person or by downloading the form from the NAS 
website. Because of changes the website needs updating and should include the 
Autumn schedule. George will send out to all members the above information.

The new season to December:

 2021 September 3 Latest news from Zooniverse - Speaker tba 

2021 October 1 Capabilities of the National Satelite Test Facility - Dr Sarah Nash (Rutherford 
Appleton Laboratory) 

2021 November 5 The Great Debate - Dr Nick Hewitt (BAA) 

2021 December 3 Our Future on Mars - Lucinda Offer (Royal Astronomical Society) 

2021 December 11 Christmas Dinner 

Due to computer problems Ann was unable to stay at the meeting. David explained 
how difficult it has been for her to get speakers for the coming year. 

Beginners:

Generally felt that we should return to St Marys Hall from September although there 
will not be the facility to include Zoom there
Steve H pointed out that there is housing going up on the field opposite the hall 
which will affect viewing through telescopes once finished. He suggested that the 
Discovery Centre may be a venue for observing.



Upcoming events:

Thatcham festival of arts on 9th October in Thatcham town centre. Steve H has 
booked one evening at the council chambers that week for talks.

Lodden Valley Lions are running a Treacle Fair on 5th September at Saunders Field 
Tadley RG26 4FF, details on their website. George has booked a double space for us.

Marlborough Dark Skies plan a weekend 29th-31st October. Nicky has discussed with 
organisers and awaits details. She thinks that they really only want us there with 
telescopes.  We need to decide how this can be done safely. 

Steve H said that 2nd cubs have enquired about talks and viewing later this year

Chris H thinks that RAL may start onsite public evenings again, perhaps in January '22
He will keep us informed.

George has heard from Mary Hare School that they would like us to be involved with 
Astronomy evenings again with them.  There is a Science week coming up when the 
teacher would like us to be there.

AOB:

Tony asked Steve H if he will arrange a telescope workshop which Steve had 
mentioned.  he will look into it and George will mention it on his letter to members.

Tony has been donated a Celestron C130 which he wishes to pass on to the society.  
After discussion it was agreed that it would be best to offer it for sale by donation to 
any interested member.

Next meeting:  To be decided


